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Whenever I look back on any year I 

become conscious afresh of God’s 

grace, mercy and sustaining love. 2019 

proved to be especially one of those 

years. Stephen’s sudden death and the 

natural impact that had on Leigh-Anne 

and family, and all of us far and wide 

who had been touched through 

Stephen’s ministry, will still under God 

take time to heal.   

After Stephen’s death Archbishop 

Glenn Davies asked if I would take up 

the role of Acting Rector. Stephen had 

introduced a clear vision statement 

centred around the summary “Jesus is 

Central”.  With our focus clearing on 

our Lord Jesus Christ we have looked 

to him for grace and courage to 

continue to grow in faith and trust In 

him and to make him know to all who 

live especially in Dapto.  

Our preaching series and Growth 

Groups worked through the Acts of the 

Apostles, Ezekiel and the Psalms.  

There we saw individuals and the early 

church coming to grips with the 

realities of life and seeking God’s mind 

and purpose so that through his grace 

we together can live to his honour and 

glory.  

I believe that because of this focus the 

Lord himself has given us through his 

Spirit, we have a God given awareness 

that we are called to serve one another 

with the gifts he has given us to his 

praise and glory.  The ministry reports 

tabled along with this report, speak of 

so many involved in Sunday Worship, 

Growth Groups, and numerous 

activities that lead to our spiritual 

growth and witness to Christ’s 

presence amongst us and in the 

community.  

It is an understatement to say that it 

has been a challenging year for our 

paid ministry staff.  As noted by 

Stephen in last year’s report, our ‘team 

is the youngest and least experienced 

in my time here’. We have all been on a 

steep learning curve!  Matt and 

Amanda took up the challenge to 

accept Scott Goode’s offer to move to 

Wagga and be his Youth and Children’s 

Workers.  Lachlan accepted a unique 

opportunity to study for a PhD in 

Melbourne.  

A great encouragement to the staff has 

been the willingness of everyone to 

take up the challenge of increasing our 

giving so as to maintain our level of 

ministry especially among the children 

and youth of Dapto and to continue to 

establish and strengthen pastoral care.  
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Our Prayer Launch Service on 31 January I believe helped us to focus on the fact that 

we are here as a result of God’s grace alone and can only grow and come to maturity 

through God’s grace alone.  

Finally, we give thanks to God for the commitment and hard work of our 

Nominators. We thank God for the provision of David and Marianne Rietveld who 

will take up the position of Senior Minister on 14 May. We look forward to the Lord’s 

continuing grace, mercy and sustaining love being showered upon us in Christ Jesus 

this year as we meet new challenges. 

Peter Tasker 

Acting Rector 
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While 2019 has been a challenging 

year for Dapto Anglican, it has also 

been a year of growth, reliance on God 

and reaching new heights as the Body 

of Christ, supporting one another and 

working together. 

The first half of the year was one we 

could never plan for, nor could we 

have expected.  God calling Stephen, 

our loved pastor for so many years, 

home to heaven was a time of pain for 

us all.  We will always remember him 

fondly.  Much of who we are as the 

DAC family has been built on the 

incredible legacy he has left us. 

The second half of the year was a time 

of rebuilding and recalibration as we 

planned to move into a new future 

with a new Senior Minister.  Financial 

planning was key, alongside our 

dedicated nominators working hard in 

their search for our new leader.  Peter 

Tasker’s stepping in to fill the 

leadership gap was a God-moment: 

the right man for us at the right time. 

With Parish Council’s support, much 

work was done on financial planning 

for the next five years.  The key 

principles the work was based on 

were: 

• A solid financial foundation is 

necessary to support ministry and 

sustainable growth of God’s 

kingdom. 

• We will not have any deficit 

budgets – that is, no planning to 

make a loss. 

• A dedicated budget amount is set 

aside every year for capital and 

maintenance works.  This budget 

item is protected, to ensure that 

necessary work is carried out to 

care for our properties and the 

people who use them. 

• We are committed to budgeting 

for staff levels which reflect the 

above priorities and are 

supported by reliable giving by the 

parish. 

We thank our church family for your 

incredible response to our initiative to 

understand our funding availability for 

2020.  You were gracious in listening, 

supportive in your comments, and 

generous in your pledges.  We 

presented a challenging situation for 

our church on 4th November, and at 

the end of the year we were in a better 

situation than we dared to think 

possible.  God is good!  His faithful 

people responded and we are 

heartened by the response, not only 



7 

because of the financial result, but also 

particularly by the unity of our church 

and commitment to the growth of 

God’s kingdom in this place. 

The headline final financial results for 

the year were: 

• The final pledged increase in 

giving income on an annual basis 

of over $110,000.  This is almost a 

20% increase on the previous 

year’s giving. 

• The final loss at the end of 2019 

was $93,747, which was over 

$8,000 better than forecast.  

• The decreased loss reflects the 

strong uplift in giving in 

December. 

• We had begun significant 

investment in the renovation of 

the rectory. 

We are very conscious that we want to 

provide security of employment for 

our staff.  This will be dependent on 

reliable and ongoing giving by all of us.  

Our ability to provide continued 

employment for our valued ministry staff 

will be fully reliant on all of us fulfilling 

our pledged giving. 

We want to thank our nominators, 

Greg Batten, Janice Vesey, John 

Doughton, Lorraine Miller and Trent 

Whittaker for their outstanding effort 

last year to find our new Senior 

Minister.  We acknowledge their 

countless hours of research, listening 

to podcasts, travelling to other 

churches, prayer, contemplation, 

negotiation and seeking wise counsel.  

They have served us faithfully and 

wisely and we now look forward to 

David and Marianne Rietveld joining us 

in May this year. 

Another heartfelt thank you goes to 

Peter Tasker for all of your wise 

counsel and direction since Stephen’s 

passing.  We are grateful that you have 

been able to serve once again at DAC 

in this difficult period.  With God’s 

help, you have guided us into a 

position where we are ready and able 

to take on the next phase of our life 

together.  We also thank Joan Tasker 

for loaning Peter to us and your own 

support of us, particularly our women. 

Our amazing staff have had perhaps 

the hardest year of all.  We continue to 

uphold you in prayer and thank you 

for shepherding us through these 

trying times.  Thank you for also 

bearing with our difficult financial 

situation and your support of us as 

wardens.  

We want to thank the parish for 

standing united together through this 

difficult year, as we mourned and 

celebrated Stephen’s ministry and the 

incredible legacy he has built here at 

DAC.  We have a solid foundation, first 

and always in Christ.  We have 

wonderful facilities, dedicated and 

amazing staff, gifted people, hearts for 

the Kingdom and a solid and 

sustainable financial plan to carry us 

forward.  We look forward to David 

joining us and the bright future for our 

church family and God’s kingdom here 

at DAC. 

Jim Bailey 
Simon Webb  

Nikki Sullivan 
DAC Wardens 
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In many ways 2019 has been a year of 

highs and lows at DAC. However, 

throughout the year we have seen God 

do mighty things not just within the 

Church, but also in the wider 

community of Dapto. This year, in so 

many ways we have seen members of 

our Church stand up and fill so many 

necessary roles as we continue to live 

out our vision of making “Jesus 

Central” both within our lives, the life 

of our Church and the broader 

community in which we live, work and 

play. 

Property 

At DAC we have been blessed with 

many resources, including our 

properties and equipment, which allow 

us to serve the whole community. 

However, the nature of these 

properties does require ongoing 

maintenance to ensure they reflect our 

care for what God has provided for us. 

This year in particular, this has been 

made difficult due to our financial 

position. However, our 5 year financial 

plan will put us in better shape to 

ensure that necessary ongoing 

maintenance is undertaken. 

Once again our Parish Centre was the 

location for the Annual SRE training 

day with over 400 SRE teachers 

attending. We also hosted the ‘Gong 

Men’s Day, and Mary Andrews College 

Training. We continue to seek out ways 

to use our facilities to contribute to our 

running costs with the auditorium and 

conference rooms being hired out for 

events such as, Sons of Korah, and 

National College of Vocational 

Education training program.  

This year we received a Federal 

Government Volunteer Grant which 

allowed us to install 2 picnic settings 

for the front yard space. Special thanks 

to Heather and Henry Boardman, Aart 

Van Kempen, Dan Steinhauer and 

others who assisted in the installation. 

A committee headed up by Simon 

Webb continues to look at how best 

we can improve this space for the 

benefit of all our ministry activities. In 

a similar way St Luke's Preschool 

undertook a yard improvement project 

to increase their usable outdoor space. 

This included installing footpaths 

around the church parking area to 

improve access. Repairs to the roof 

and guttering of the main hall at the 

Ministry Centre was also completed 

this year thanks to a Federal 

Government Community Grant. 
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At St Aidan's an engineering 

assessment of proposed carpark 

upgrades has been undertaken. An 

initial quote for these works was 

received which is outside our current 

budget allocation. A revised scope of 

works is planned for the new year. 

This year also saw us on the receiving 

end of some unfortunate storm 

events. Thankfully repairs and 

replacement of equipment was fully 

covered by insurance. As I write this 

report we have since experienced 

further weather related damage which 

is awaiting assessment. Please bear 

with us as we go through the required 

steps to replace the necessary 

equipment. 

People 

So much of what happens at DAC 

would not be possible without the 

assistance of an army of volunteers. 

Christine Lane continues to head up 

our Church administration and much 

of our communications including 

weekly bulletin and other notices and 

special event communication. She is 

ably assisted by a team of volunteers 

who give up their time to help in the 

office. Special thanks to Liz, Genie, 

Deb, Jill, Elizabeth, Lisa, Lucy, Zoe, Tom, 

Drewan and Blake. Your assistance is 

greatly appreciated. 

We have also been fortunate, for a 

number of years now, to have Will 

McGinn as our groundsman at the 

Ministry Centre. Will also helps out 

with our Op Shop sorting. Late in the 

year Will experienced a heart attack, 

similarly Gary McDougall, who helps 

with so much maintenance on our site. 

Both Will and Gary are now recovering 

well – praise God. A big thank you, 

though to the men's Growth Groups 

who stepped up to mow and whipper-

snip at the Ministry Centre. I do feel it 

necessary though to single out a 

number of volunteers without whom, 

much would be left undone. Big thanks 

to Peter, John, James, Jim, Keith, Ben, 

Stephen and Simon for all your help 

during the year.   

Partnerships 

2019 saw us continue to strengthen 

our partnership with Anglicare. We 

have extended our arrangement for 

Family Support Services to operate out 

of our Church Office at Moombara St. 

This service is used by many within our 

wider community in line with our 

Church vision. Similarly Anglicare have 

used our facilities for training 

programs and, for the first time this 

year, a school holiday program at St 

Aidan's.   

This year saw us launch our weekly 

email update as a way to keep you 

updated on our key vision areas of 

Mission, Community and Growth. We 

trust that you have found this helpful 

and that it has allowed you to focus 

your prayers on those areas 

throughout the year. 

We thank you all for your prayers and 

support as we in the Admin and 

Ministry Support Team seek to support 

our many ministry activities. 

Dave Langley 
General Manager 
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2019 was a busy, productive and 

challenging year in Safe Ministry at DAC. 

It commenced with some significant 

Safe Ministry issues raised at the AGM, 

which were dealt with by the PSU 

(Professional Standards Unit), the 

Diocese of Sydney, and members of our 

church community. Our church entered 

a new era in our commitment to Safe 

Ministry in all church practices and 

activities, initiated by our Senior 

Minister, Stephen, then continued with 

faithful commitment by our Acting 

Senior Minister, Bishop Peter. A new 

Safe Ministry Representative 

commenced the role in February, 

following a period of training. Also 

appointed to Parish Council following 

the AGM in March, the Safe Ministry 

Representative has been able to work 

closely with Parish Council to achieve 

many outcomes to ensure the care and 

safety of all, particularly children, young 

people and vulnerable adults within our 

church community.  

In conjunction with, and on behalf of 

Parish Council, the Safe Ministry 

Representative and two other 

nominated Parish Council members, 

Simon Webb, Warden, and Pat McKay, 

St Aidan’s representative, conducted a 

comprehensive audit of Safe Ministry 

practices within the Parish to inform 

immediate improvements and future 

planning. Of particular focus was the 

level of compliance with mandatory 

Working With Children Check (WWCC) 

requirements, verified by the Office of 

the Children’s Guardian, and completion 

of Safe Ministry training by leaders and 

volunteers working with children and 

young people. There was also a focus 

on record-keeping, the appropriateness 

of DAC’s database, Elvanto, to maintain 

required records, and an audit of 

selected activities in Children’s and 

Youth Ministry areas to determine our 

compliance with Safe Ministry 

requirements such as leader/child 

supervision ratios; planning, permission, 

approval and risk management 

compliance, and much more. The very 

comprehensive review gave clear 

direction for future planning, and 

highlighted both areas for significant 

improvement, and areas to celebrate. 

During the audit, some 47 different 

church ministries involving children and 

young people directly, were identified.  
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During 2019, the Safe Ministry Representative undertook a number of activities to 

enhance Safe Ministry practices at DAC. These included addressing the staff team on 

a number of occasions; providing monthly Safe Ministry reports to Parish Council; 

meeting regularly with Senior Ministers, staff members and volunteers involved in 

children’s and youth ministry areas including SRE; conducting a set of staff interviews 

with each individual staff member; meeting with key people including the PSU 

(Professional Standards Unit) Parish Consultant; and meeting often, and as required, 

with church community members with personal or generic Safe Ministry concerns. 

Phone support for leaders with Safe Ministry concerns has also been a key role and 

outcome. 

Safe Ministry at DAC has become a team effort. With increased awareness has come 

enhanced commitment. Clear directions for 2020 have been established, and a 

comprehensive Safe Ministry Plan 2020 has been written pending Parish Council 

approval. The emphasis for this year will be on training, further reviewing, a focus on 

the needs of the elderly and vulnerable adults, and coordination with others with a 

pastoral care responsibility within the Parish, such as DAC Care and Anglicare.  

It has been my humble privilege to serve our Gracious Lord and our amazing church 

community as Safe Ministry Representative in 2019. I thank Peter for his constant, 

steadfast support, reflect on the loss and legacy of Stephen, thank Christine Lane for 

maintaining comprehensive records and so much more, and look forward to another 

committed year in Safe Ministry 2020. 

Julie Houghton 

Safe Ministry Representative 

 

Safe Ministry contacts: 

safeministry@daptoanglican.org.au 

Anglican Abuse line 1800 774945 

mailto:safeministry@daptoanglican.org.au
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Your Parish Council consists of parish-wide and congregation representatives 

elected at the AGM, rector appointed representatives, Wardens and the Rector.  

As a result of recommendations made at the 2019 Annual General Meeting 

• Parish Council is now reporting on recommendations from the last AGM. 

• Parish Council in conjunction with the DAC's Safe Ministry Representative 

initiated a Safe Ministry Audit. For details please see the Safe Ministry 2019 

Report included. 

• Contact details for Wardens and Parish Council are available on Elvanto and 

have been published in the bulletin 

• After being confirmed at the following meeting, minutes are available on 

Elvanto and a hard copy at each physical location. 

The 2020 Parish Council elected tonight will meet later this month. You can get in 

touch with Parish Council by emailing secretary@daptoanglican.org.au and keep up to 

date throughout the year with minutes available at  

https://daptoanglican.elvanto.com.au/pages/parish-council/ 

Brian Lane 

Parish Secretary 

Back Row (Left to Right): Simon Webb (Warden), Greg Batten (Chairperson), Stephen 

Semenchuk (Senior Minister), Brian Lane (Secretary), Phil Commins, Alex Olguin 

Front Row (Left to Right): Michael Vesey, Jim Bailey (Treasurer, Warden), Nikki Sullivan 

(Warden), Lorraine Miller, Julie Houghton, Pat McKay, Jill Stirling, Peter Hanson 
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Praise God for the 22 Baptisms that we had at DAC in 

2019! 

We held 12 services for infants or children to be 

Baptised or Dedicated to God. Most of these were 

members of the community who don’t attend DAC. 

Carl Cheetham and Warren Southwell continue to 

partner in visiting these families and sharing the 

gospel before the ministers visit. Jason McPhail was 

the Minister who met with families and performed the 

majority of the Baptisms. 

We held a Baptism Sunday on April 7, which saw 10 

teens Baptised for the Lord. One of the High School 

teachers attended to support one of the youth. 

We have a few baptisms lined up already for 2020, as 

well as another Baptism Sunday planned.  

Christine Lane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Wedding Ministry held steady from 2018, with 5 

weddings in 2019. Each couple was taken through 

marriage preparation using PREPARE. PREPARE opens 

up conversation, looks at what couples experienced in 

their own homes growing up and examines their 

expectations for marriage and gives them tools to 

help resolve many of the typical difficulties that can 

arise in marriage. 

Christine Lane 

22 BAPTISMS: 
 

12 CHILD/INFANT 

10 YOUTH 

5 WEDDINGS 
 

 

MINISTERS: 
 

JASON MCPHAIL 

STEPHEN SEMENCHUK 
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Throughout 2019 there were four areas being worked on by the Cemetery Trust. 
1. Policy and Procedures. New laws issued by Cemeteries & Crematoria NSW 

meant an upgrade meant an upgrade to our policies and procedures to comply 
with the new laws.  These updates were reviewed and edited by Carol and 
Neville Stumbles, Ray McPhail and Julie Houghton. The document has been 
handed on to our Wardens for their approval.  Once given the Warden’s 
approval the will be given to Parish Council to ratify. 

2. Updated Records. There has been ongoing work to update the Church’s 
computer system with pictures of every grave, headstone and plaque. This is 
ongoing into 2020 by Ray McPhail and Hilary Brown. 

3. New Columbarium Wall. Our cemetery is at the point where a new wall must 
be built to accommodate reservations and meet the interest of our members 
and the public. Plans and proposals are underway to incorporate a new 
Columbarium Wall at St Luke’s Cemetery, along with plans for future walls.  Ray 
McPhail and Hilary Brown have researched, visited many local cemeteries 
looking at walls and have consulted with a firm in Sydney.  An onsite meeting 
took place late 2019 where drawings were looked at for the area at the rear of 
our Cemetery.  

4. Enquiries. Enquiries about our Cemetery are attended to by Hilary Brown.  
Hilary volunteers a few hours most Mondays working on updates for our 
Cemetery. 

 
These areas will continue to be worked on through 2020, with focus being 
placed on: 

• The ratification of the new Policy by our Wardens and Parish Council of the 
Cemetery Policy and Procedures. 

• Photographs from the Cemetery taken and placed on the Church Server. 
• Raising funds to pay for the preparation of the site, manufacture and 

building of the wall.  
 
Graves for sale and reservation:  

• North Side: we have 45 Grave sites available in Rows R and Q for sale and 
reservation to members and the public.   

• South Side: we have 33 sites available in Rows R and Q  for sale and 
reservation.  

All are double depth graves with room for the burial of 2 coffins and up to 4 
interments of ashes. 

 
Niches available in our Columbarium Wall 

• Columbarium 1 has three Niches yet to be filled, but all are reserved 
Niches. 

• Columbarium 2 is completely full and has no Niches available for sale. 
• Columbarium 3 has many reservations yet to be used. Twenty for for sale 

or reservation: Three single spaced out in the second bottom row and 
twenty one in the bottom row. 

 
Should you wish to find out more about our Cemetery in the view to purchase a 
grave site or niche, please phone the Church Office, who will put you in touch with 
Hilary. 

Hilary Brown 
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Ariel view of 
our cemetery. 

Throughout 2019 our ministers here at DAC took 34 

funerals, most being held at St Luke’s, with the 

exceptions being held at the Ministry Centre or offsite at 

funeral homes or at the graveside.   

It is a privilege to be able to support and help families 

through these difficult season. Our ministers are able to 

offer comfort to our church family and the community 

as they care for those grieving the death of loved ones.  

We continue to partner with our church women who 

cater, at the request of families, for the wake held after a 

funeral service. We would like to join the many families, 

who have enjoyed the hospitality of these women, in 

giving thanks to Suzanne Burrows and Mildred Anthony 

for organising the women and running these events. 

Christine Lane 

  

34 FUNERALS  
 

 

MINISTERSWHO 

TOOK SERVICES  

FOR DAC 
 

STEPHEN SEMENCHUK 

RICK MILLER 

JAMIE MACKENZIE 

SCOTT GOODE 

JASON MCPHAIL 

HARRY GOODHEW 
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God calls his people to draw together and gather 

under Him as one body in Christ. When we gather as 

God’s family, God gives us gifts to serve his Church 

and his people. Here at Dapto Anglican Church, we 

gather in many different groups and size from small 

prayer groups to large corporate services.  

 

Average attendances 

St Luke’s  

Sunday 8am - 43  

Thursday 2pm - 13  

St Aidan’s  

Sunday 9:30am - 34  

Ministry Centre  

Sunday 10am - 177  

Sunday 5pm - 60  

Sunday 7pm - 87  

Wednesday 9:30am Café Church (fortnightly) - 42  

St Luke’s St Luke’s Village  

Wednesday 10:30am - 27 

William Beach  

Friday (monthly) - 15 

OVER 480 ADULTS 

MEET WEEKLY 

 

6 LOCATIONS 
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Our Good Friday Service was a very special moment 

as we reflected upon how God has provided 

everything for us to come to him through Jesus ‘Time 

after Time’. It was Stephen Semenchuk’s final 

sermon for our larger congregations with over one 

thousand views of this sermon and creative 

presentation through our Facebook account. 

 

 

 
We are so blessed to live so close to a wonderful 

Lake with a big grass area for an outdoor arena style 

of service. It is such a joy to celebrate that ‘Jesus is 

Risen’ together with our Church family, St Luke’s 

Preschool and community. In 2019 as we looked at 

how ‘God is the Master Builder’ with a family friendly 

picnic after the service with a lot of families hanging 

around in the shaded area provided by the 

marquees.  

 

After so many years of an amazing reputation of 

Easter at the Lake, in 2019 we decided to try a 

Christmas @ the Lake – Let’s make ‘the Lake’ the 

place that our major ‘calendar’ celebrations of Jesus 

for our community happen! In 2019, we explored the 

first Christmas account of Jesus being born and how 

the gifts from the wise men represent the ‘Greatest 

Gift’ found in Jesus. We had free family activities, 

market stalls, food and performances from the 

Koonawarra Primary School and Southern Lights 

Vocal Academy. Overall another great community 

event showing that Jesus is Central to Dapto 

Anglican Church and our suburb of Dapto. 

Dianne Whittaker 
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Belonging lunches happen each term for new people 

to meet others, meet staff and hear about the vision 

of DAC. There were 4 Belonging lunches attended by 

60+ new people in 2019. The lunches are hosted in 

different people’s houses and always have a lot of 

food and laughs. 

Belonging lunches and the follow-up 

afterwards link people into the DAC groups. Praise 

God people moved into Alpha, Café Church, growth 

groups and various ministries where they were 

included and joined in to bless the DAC community.  

Jason McPhail 

4 LUNCHES 

 

OVER 60  NEW 

PEOPLE 
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Alpha is a 5 week video course with discussion over 

food to explore who Jesus is. 9 Alpha groups ran in 

2019 and by the hand of God there were a bunch of 

people who trusted Jesus for the first time and some 

who were away from God for years returned to their 

Saviour. Praise God we have seen people from 

churched backgrounds and non-churched 

backgrounds come through services, Connect Kids 

programs, through invites from DAC members and off 

the street into Alpha to hear the wonders of 

Jesus. God is on the move saving people. 

In 2019 a ‘new believer study’ started as a follow-up to 

Alpha seeing people further established in the grace of 

Jesus. It is wonderful to see people trust Jesus and 

step forward in Christ. 

Jason McPhail 

9 GROUPS RAN IN 

2019 

 

5 WEEK VIDEO 

COURSE 

30 PEOPLE SIGNED UP 

TO MEET WITH 

SOMEONE 

We had over 30 people this year ask to meet up for 

One to One Bible reading, prayer and mentoring. For 

many this was the first time they had tried something 

like this and for others it had been many years. We 

saw many cross-generational discipleship partnerships 

start as people from different services met up to spur 

one another on. Pray that this ministry area continues 

to grow in 2020. 

Lachlan Davis 
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In 2019 we reached more people online than ever 

before! 

People in the Dapto area watched a whopping 30,000+ 

minutes of Video on our Social Media accounts 

(Facebook and Instagram). That’s a 30% increase on 

2018. This includes sermons, advertising, devotional 

content and updates from our ministries. We also saw a 

20% increase in the total number of people we reached 

through Social Media in 2019 from the previous year. 

We reached 75,000 people with information about our 

events, a 25% increase from 2018. We also sold nearly 

1000 tickets through social media to events we ran, 

including holidays clubs, St Luke’s Preschool events, 

concerts and more. Our biggest outreach event for the 

year was Christmas at the Lake which reached over 

30,000 people in our community and saw over 1000 

people in attendance. 

We need to give a massive thankyou to the volunteers 

who capture a lot of the amazing content we see. Tay 

Quick, Jono Bartley, Ben Fraser, Geoffrey Deans, Ben 

David, Isobel Webb, Lisa Starkey, Maddy Johnstone and 

Amanda Bailey and several teenagers among others 

have worked hard taking photos, videos and live 

streaming our sermons throughout the year. Our slides 

and sound team have also worked hard to make sure 

our sermons are podcasted each week. A big thankyou 

to everyone involved. 

This year we also redesigned our website and saw 6400 

unique people visit our website (up 33% from 4800 in 

2018). 65% of those visitors found us by searching on 

Google and 25% of visitors went directly to 

our www.dapto.church web address. 

Lachlan Davis 

 

OVER 30, 000 

MINUTES ON OUR 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

ACCOUNTS 

 

75,000 PEOPLE 

REACHED FOR 

EVENTS 

 

TEAM 
 

LACHLAN DAVIS 

TAY QUICK 

JONO BARTLY 

BEN FRASER 

GEOFFREY DEANS 

BEN DAVID 

ISOBEL WEBB 

LISA STARKY 

MADDY  JOHNSTONE 

AMANDA BAILEY 

 

http://www.dapto.church/
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Our conviction is that God loves to grow His people. 

He does this through Word and prayer in community. 

In the last year we have had over 370 people meeting, 

in over 35 small groups regularly. 2019 found 

hundreds of people each week gathering in 

community, to support and sharpen one another. To 

express doubts, discover truth and to love others as 

God has loved us. Of particular highlight was our Term 

1 and 4 series on the book of Acts – seeing the birth of 

the church and the gospel going out into the world.  

Our small groups also spent time wrestling Ezekiel and 

praying the Psalms. Last year saw new groups starting 

while other groups finished up. Give thanks to God for 

the many, many people that joined groups for the first

-time last year and joined us in praying that he might 

continue to grow them into the likeness of His Son and 

bring many more. 

Jamie Mackenzie 

Dapto Anglican has been very blessed to have a great 

team of Growth Group Leaders who tirelessly pray, 

study God’s Word and consider how they might serve 

the members within their groups better. At the start of 

each term in 2019, Growth Group Leaders would 

gather together, share a meal and support one 

another. During this time leaders would discuss the 

upcoming material and share how we might foster 

community, encourage growth and reach missionally for 

the glory of God. It really is such a highlight for me as I 

see 40-50 small group leaders sharing a meal and 

praying for each other and their groups. To know that 

each of these godly men and women open up the 

Bible and look after so many people each week from 

our DAC church family. During the second half of the 

year, Peter Tasker met with each of the Growth Group 

leaders to discuss how we might further develop and 

run more focused training in 2020. 

Jamie Mackenzie 

370 PEOPLE IN 

GROWTH GROUPS 

 

35 GROUPS MEET 

REGULARLY 

 

50 LEADERS BEING 

TRAINED 

THROUGHOUT THE 

YEAR 
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Although sales were short of our budget target, the Op 

Shop was able to support the various ministries and 

organisations as listed in our budget. We thank the 

Lord for a community of people who continue to 

supply quality goods and partner with us as customers 

and shop volunteers. Almost forty percent of our 

volunteers are not DAC members. 

In many ways 2019 was a traumatic year for the Op 

Shop. Our shepherd Rector Stephen Semenchuk was 

unexpectedly called home by his Lord in May. Stephen 

was an inspiration to us in our ministry and shared our 

visions for the Op Shop. The year also saw the passing 

of Danielle Frazer and Betty Pellicci, two ladies who 

gave dedicated service to our shop over the years. Julia 

Legassick and Will McGinn had extended periods away 

because of health issues and other volunteers 

(including the managers) had health problems with 

family members. 

We again had a stall in the Quilt, Craft and Art Show 

during October. This annual event is a highlight of our 

year and 2019 was our best ever sales result. We thank 

the ladies of Creative Connection for allowing us to 

raise awareness of the Op Shop and for their amazing 

welcoming ministry to the community. 

The need to replace our faithful current volunteers 

who are advancing in age or in poor health will become 

a problem for our church. We need committed DAC 

members to step forward as an increasing percentage 

of non-church volunteers is not an ideal situation. 

We thank Ron Sinfield for his control of shop rosters 

and many other staff duties. We are thankful for Ted 

McGuire and Paul Burgess for all they do to reduce our 

workload. 

A big thank you to all staff particularly Bishop Peter 

Tasker and David Langley who steer us in the right 

direction. 

Please know that we appreciate everyone who prays 

for us and offers assistance and support. God bless 

you all. 

Carl Cheetham 

ALMOST 70 

VOLUNTEERS 

SELFLESSLY 

ASSISTING ACROSS 

ALL AREAS 

 

 

COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 
 

DAVID LANGLEY 

MARY JOHNSTON 

RON SINFIELD 

ANNALIZA WILKINS 

PAT MCKAY 

CARL CHEETHAM 

LYN CHEETHAM 
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GIVE THANKS AND PRAY 

• For The continued supply of quality goods. 

• For our Non-church volunteers in our shop. 

• For Kath Swan, Glenys Noort and Gail Steele who 

have left our shop due to ill health. 
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Over 2019 The Café has continued to grow its 

community presence and provide weekday trade to a 

broad customer base.  We continue to be a hub where 

all can gather and enjoy a meal or coffee together.   

Our comfortable space provides a roomy and relaxed 

option for mums’ groups and easy accessibility for the 

less mobile.  Our regular customer base has grown to 

include a number of group homes who come for their 

outing.  We also have regular day outings from the 

clients of aged care facilities.  To give you a further 

snapshot of our regular trade, it is made up from:  walk

-ins, you and your friends, Preschool staff and families, 

both Dapto Probus groups, Thursday Men’s group, DAC 

Creative Connections, Archery group, Tennis Club 

ladies, Rowing group, DAC Ministry Groups and 

Hammond Care to name a few.  It gives our team great 

joy to serve these groups knowing these people feel 

safe and comfortable to come and enjoy hospitality 

together and keep coming back. 

Over this last twelve months our external catering has 

continued to grow; catering for Dapto Public School, 

Lifeline, Anglicare, Parties, Christenings, Funerals, 

Special Gatherings, Local and Wollongong Businesses, 

Christmas Festival, etc.  

We continue to provide opportunities for work 

experience students, and work for the dole.  This year 

we have developed a number of placements for young 

adults with intellectual disabilities to attend, alongside 

support workers.  This has been an exciting time 

providing this valuable opportunity for connection, 

learning and partnership. 

We have had a very lean year with volunteers and we 

would ask you to continue to pray with us as we come 

to a better understanding of this and explore strategies 

to provide better pathways and outcomes for the 

future. 

Thank you for your continued support and prayer as 

we head into 2020.  Pray that we continue to be a 

space for community to gather and we, as a Café team, 

serve and behave in such a way that we shine Jesus. 

Jill Pearce 
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2019 has been filled with many opportunities to not 

only provide St Luke’s Preschool children with 

excellent education but also have many opportunities 

to share God’s love for them and the wider 

community.  

The year commenced with over 30 families joining us 
at DAC’s Easter Sunday at the Lake. This program 
allowed the pre-schoolers to be more actively involved 
in the entire program from beginning to end. The 
church and preschool worked closely to ensure that it 
was more family/child in the talk and included 3 songs 
for the children to perform with all parts highlighting 
the way to Jesus.  

Another major event for our calendar year, was our 
First Annual Christmas Gala. This event was held in the 
middle of November to allow all families to be 
involved before the big Christmas rush began in 
December. We had over 600 people attend this event, 
including our new families enrolled for the following 
year. We partnered with local business including 
Woolworths Dapto and Bunnings Warrawong that 
delivered a family friendly community event. Thank 
you to all our church volunteers who served in various 
ways on the night.  

As we align one of DAC’s vision goals with Preschool’s 
outreach goals, we were able to deliver two parenting 
seminars to build capacity in parents, educators, 
teachers and care givers. The first one was by Maggie 
Dent and we had over 350 people attend this event. 
Maggie discussed the resilience and anxiety in 
children. The second one was by Dr Kristy Goodwin 
and we had over 200 people attend this event. Dr 
Goodwin presented on raising your child in a digital 
world. These events have been so popular, we have 

30 FAMILIES JOINED 

EASTER AT THE LAKE 

 

OVER 600 PEOPLE 

ATTENDED THE 

CHRISTMAS GALA 

 

350 PEOPLE 

ATTENDED MAGGIE 

DENT 
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another Maggie Dent event coming in March 2020. Thank you to The Café and the 
volunteers for delivering a professional function for our broader community.  

During the October school holidays, many of the preschool staff joined with the DAC 
team, the preschool families and the families of Dapto to participate in the holiday 
club. It was exciting to see that each day we reached the maximum number of 
children and had the opportunity to share in even more details about Jesus and 
what he has done for us. This was a successful event that brought many children 
returning to preschool over the holidays, still sharing their learnt bible verse with the 
rest of the Preschool teaching team. 

2019 continued to see many blessings. In collaboration with DAC staff, Wardens, 
Parish Council and Preschool Staff, we had the privilege to extend our preschool 
outdoor learning environment. This enabled us to double our outdoor space and 
incorporate a wide variety of resources that can support children’s development. We 
want to thank God for the blessing and provisions that allowed this dream to come 
alive.  

We want to thank DAC for their continuing partnership with the 
Preschool in all forms. This has also included the use of the 
different spaces such as the auditorium, The Café, and the halls 
to host our Father’s and Mother’s night events, to inviting us to 
be in involved in Christmas and Easter celebrations, but 
especially for continuing to hold us in prayer as we continue to 
provide quality education to our families whilst sharing God’s 
love for them. 

Blake Stewart 
St Luke’s Preschool Director 
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Rise has grown immensely since it started in 2017 with 

over fifteen different people coming through Rise 

program from ages 16 to 55 from 2017 to 2019. This 

year we have enjoyed keyword signing, singing, 

dancing, live music, delicious food, incredible cakes, 

activities, art and craft and many fun social nights. Our 

program nights focus on routine and learning from the 

Bible as well as creativity, whereas our social nights 

focus on social skills and building community. We have 

been blessed to have the volunteers in order to run 

both of these nights in 2019.  

Rise aims to help transition people into our church 

community and use their gifts and abilities to serve 

God. In 2019 we have seen three of our Rise members 

volunteering in our church office, one in our Café, one 

on the singing roster, one on the keyword signing 

roster, one on our Breakfast Club team and several 

attending our 7pm night service. 

In 2019 Rise held several events to bring the church 

and wider community together to see the Rise 

members perform in a talent quest, bid on their 

artworks, enjoy a trivia night together and have a great 

night out at the Rise Christmas Play, where everyone 

was encouraged to find their identity in Jesus. Through 

these events we have been able to meet more people 

and invite them along to join our program. 

We are incredibly grateful for the support of Dapto 

Anglican Church and the many volunteers who give 

their time, energy, skills and finances to keep Rise 

going. 

Zoë Vesey 

MORE THAN 15 

MEMBERS 

 

AGES 16 TO 55 
 

 

5 MEMBERS SERVING 

IN MINISTRY 
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Dapto Anglican had another great year 

of reaching out and providing care for 

our community in 2019.  

We provided over 400 cooked meals for 

our church families as well as providing 

many more meals from our freezer 

bank. We provided services to the wider 

community such as gardening for a 

gentleman who was in hospital for a 

lengthy stay.  

A great initiative that was created by 

DAC Care in 2019 was the pantry packs. 

We identified the need to provide more 

options than the freezerbank alone. 

These packs are made up of staple 

meal items and they cost $11 to make. 

They are used for people who are able 

to prepare their own meals but who 

may need some help in obtaining the 

items for a number of reasons.   

Volunteer admin support was provided 

for DAC Care as we continue to reach 

out and connect with our church family. 

We've received positive feedback 

regarding cards that have been sent to 

people who are unwell or in need of 

some encouragement. 

DAC Care continued to partner with 

Anglicare to provide Christmas 

hampers providing over 80 boxed 

hampers in 2019. 

 We worked alongside Anglicare's 

Family Mental Health Service to link 

families from the community with DAC 

programs and services. 

DAC Care Coordinator - Linda Thomson, 

assisted Connect Kids Holiday Club by 

coordinating the red hat helpers team. 

This team provided support to the 

leaders and children to ensure they 

were cared for in the best way possible.  

DAC Care has partnered with Rise to 

support members and their families in 

making Dapto Anglican an inclusive and 

accessible church for them to meet and 

learn more about Jesus.  

Linda Thomson 

Many thanks to all of the 

volunteers who served faithfully 

through DAC Care in 2019. 

 We look forward to what God 

has planned for 2020! 

400+ MEALS 

COOKED 
 

OVER 80 HAMPERS 

SENT OUT 
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Creative Connection consists of three groups 

1. Quilting: All things craft, focusing mainly on Quilting. 

The Compassion Ministry is a large part of this group. 

2. Card Making 

3. Painting 

This last year has seen huge growth with 90 active 

members across all groups. Each fortnight sees new 

members joining the groups. We meet fortnightly on a 

Friday 10am to 2pm throughout the school term. 

During 2019 Creative Connection ran a bus trip to the 

Sydney Quilt Show and The Art Gallery. This is an annual 

event which is becoming more popular each year. 

Workshops are also run throughout the year, adding 

more interest to the group.  

Our focus is not only on Arts and Crafts, but also the 

wellbeing of each member, whether physical or spiritual. 

It is also a goal of this group to make it welcoming and 

affordable for all members. This is where the 

Compassion Ministry is used to give quilts to individuals 

who benefit from the comfort of a quilt. These are cancer 

patients, mental health, very ill, hospital patients etc.   86 

quilts have been gifted during 2019, all made by the 

generous women in the group. 

 
 

Our Show was held in October and was certainly the best show we have ever had. 

There were over 120 stunning quilts on display, a beautiful Art display, many arts 

and crafts, cake and jams stall, craft stall, Christmas craft stall, three independent 

shops and much more. In particular the show showcases our Café, the Op Shop, 

our church and raises money for our church to reach our community.  

This year saw over $9,000 raised plus another $1,300 for the Compassion Ministry 

and also used to donate much needed new tablecloths for the Café. 

Wendy Eagleton 

MORE THAN 90 

ACTIVE MEMBERS 

 

3 GROUPS MEETING 

FORTNIGHTLY 

 

$9,000 RAISED AT THE 

ANNUAL QUILT AND 

ART SHOW 

 

86 COMPASSION 

QUILTS HANDED OUT 

 

$1,300 RAISE FOR 

COMPASSON 

MINISTRY 
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• Quilting: Wendy Eagleton, Lynne Newton, Margaret McCauley, Virginia Clayton, 

Leigh-Anne Semenchuk  

• Cards: Deborah Southwell, Hilary Brown 

• Art: Margaret Sharpe, Paul Burgess 
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2019 was a year of growth and changes for Café 

Church, with some challenges thrown in. We looked at 

proverbs and its wisdom, hidden figures in the bible, 

the book of Ephesians and ended the year looking at 

words we associate with Christmas and the biblical 

meaning.  

The women of Café Church have grown stronger as a 

community over this last year and have been 

supported and have offered comfort and support 

through many personal and communal hardships. It’s 

a great encouragement to come together and learn 

and grow through the word of God being preached, 

through times of discussion and hands on activities 

and through worship.  

Café Church is a growing community and we have 

seen many new women come along after attending 

creative connections, being invited through a friend or 

family member or hearing through social media.  

We love to get to know new women who come along 

through interviews during the service this has been a 

great highlight and we look forward to getting to know 

many more women in 2020 and opening up 

opportunities for women to serve through Café 

Church.  

Sarah Doughton 

AVERAGE OF 42 

WOMEN 

 

MEETS FORTNIGHTLY 

WEDNESDAY 9:30AM 
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In 2019 we had 3 women’s ministry events. We started 

in term 1 with a Women’s brunch , in term 3 we had a 

big group attend the Wollongong women’s conference 

and term 4 we had Christmas craft classes. 

A bus full of women attended the Wollongong 

womens conference to hear speaker Fiona Millar 

speak on the topic of Messy World, Mighty God. Many 

women commented on the great teaching and a few 

shared at our services what they had been able to take 

away form the day. What an encouragement to meet 

with women from all over the Illawarra.  

Our Christmas gingerbread event had a bit of a 

makeover this year with 4 different craft classes being 

on offer. Wreath making proved very popular along 

with Bon Bon making, gingerbread and Christmas 

cards. It was a very encouraging afternoon where 

women got to know each other better, and were 

invited along to Christmas events, and other 

programs. We have since had women come along to 

church and other events which has been a huge 

encouragement.  

We look forward to putting events every term this year 

and seeing many women from our wider community 

be encouraged by the women of our church.  

Sarah Doughton 

OVER 80 DIFFERENT  

WOMEN ATTENDED 

EVENTS 
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MU continued to meet at St Luke’s Brownsville 

through 2019, we have between 15 to 17 attending 

each month.  MU welcomes both men and women, 

people who know and love Jesus and are committed 

to the values of MU. The purpose of MU is to be 

specially concerned with all that strengthens and 

preserves marriage and Christian family life. MU 

Dapto will celebrate 100 years since commencement 

in September 2020.  We thank God for many faithful 

and Godly people who have served and been 

involved in the ministry of MU over the years by 

visiting new Mums in hospital and many years in 

which morning tea was served at the family court in 

Port Kembla. Sadly as our people age and become 

frail we are not able to continue this ministry. 

15 TO 17 LADIES 

ATTENDING 

 

WILL CELEBRATE 

CENTENARY IN 2020 

Through 2019 we found ourselves grieving the loss of Stephen.  Stephen supported 

MU and blessed us by taking our bible study at our first and last meeting of the year. 

Stephen was really missed at our Advent service and lunch in November. 

Through out 2019 we did various and different activities at each meeting. In May we 

heard from Nicola Piper who shared with us the Days for Girls ministry.  We were 

able to support this ministry which seeks to provide feminine hygiene for girls in 

third world countries. We also continued to support the Jitegemee tailoring centre 

and Hostel in Mara diocese Tanzania. MU in partnership with Anglican Aid has 

provided sewing machines and money to refurbish the training school and make it 

safer for the girls. Girls have been trained in sewing and tailoring, this gives them a 

career and can prevent girls being almost forced into teenage marriage.   

In June we had Lorraine Miller share the second bible study with us. Lorraine is a 

gifted communicator and we were blessed by her sharing with us. In October we 

planned our programme for 2020 and heard from two  of our members how they 

became Christians and their walk with God. This was truly a time of blessing for us 

and we thank God for Anne and Sue it was a blessing and interesting to see how God 

calls us into his family in many and varied ways. And we enjoyed High Tea prepared 

by our committee. 

We at MU seek to serve our church and are committed to  praying  for our children’s 

ministry and ministry in the high school. 

Sandra Hanson and Joan  Tasker  
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Connect Men launched  in 2019 as a burden, driven by 

Warren Southwell and Vince Allon, for men to start 

meeting up regularly as a community.  

The first event was held in October and was a 

breakfast. Men ranging from young adults to seniors 

gathered at St Aidan’s to share life and some stories 

and a powerful testimony from Graeme Steele.  

Following that, in November over 40 people gathered 

for a potluck dinner and shared their ideas for 

Connect Men in 2020.  

Connect Men created wonderful opportunities in 2019 

to build community among men so they can mutually 

disciple one another and be strengthened in their 

relationship with Jesus.   

Looking ahead, Connect Men have a gathering 

planned for each month in 2020 including: breakfasts, 

bush walks, pot luck dinners and the ’Gong Men’s Day. 

Jason McPhail 

MONTHLY 

GATHERINGS 

 

OVER 40 ATTENDEES 
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The ministry is called The Best is Yet to Come – 

because in Christ we have the sure hope of wonderful 

new life with him in heaven.  

Rick Miller 

 

This is an outreach ministry centred around faith, fun, 

fellowship, and food, and senior church members 

have welcomed seniors from the retirement village 

and from the community at all our events. 

Each year, since 2008, a three-day coach tour has been 

the highlight of our activities, and in October last year 

we visited the Mudgee area. 

During the trip, we visited the Blast Furnace Park and 

the State Mine Heritage Park at Lithgow, the museum 

and Honey Haven at Mudgee, and the Gold Experience 

at Gulgong.  Accommodation was arranged at the 

Comfort Inn Aden at Mudgee, and on the return trip to 

Dapto we strolled along the streets of the historic 

township of Rylestone and enjoyed lunch at the 

Bygone Beautys Treasured Teapot Museum and Tea 

Rooms at Leura. 

Rick Miller led the devotional segment each night 

between courses of the evening meal, and he was able 

to use topical issues and events to illustrate a 

Scriptural message which was relevant to both our 

Christian and non-Christian fellow travellers. 

Neville Stumbles 

 

We had three Wednesday luncheons in 2019 for 

seniors. Paul Green of the Christian Democratic 

Party, NSW Upper House, spoke about what he and 

Fred Nile were attempting to achieve in the NSW 

Parliament. (March 13). Especially he spoke of the 

antislavery legislation they got passed - the first such 

legislation in Australia, and probably the world.  

3 DAY COACH 

TOUR 

 

3 LUNCHES 

 

 80 TO  100 PEOPLE 

AT THE LUNCHES 
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The second luncheon was a Christmas in June, with the 

colourfully dressed Kiama Blowhole Buskers playing 

their ukuleles and singing old favourite  songs and 

hymns on the stage (June 19).  

We finished the year with a special Christmas lunch-  

singing six carols, and Rick telling of the background to 

some Christmas traditions – lights and candles,  

Christmas trees, and Santa Claus/Father Christmas. 

(December 4).  

Jill and her Café team provided wonderful food each 

time. Tickets cost between $15 and $20. Attendances 

were good at the three lunches – usually in the 80s, 

and nearly 100 for the last lunch. They provide the 

opportunity for real fellowship and community, and 

mission in that quite a few nonchurch attenders come. 

The lunches are greatly looked forward to. 

 

Rick Miller 
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Empty Nesters is an informal group that in 2019 met 

monthly for social gatherings to promote connection 

and share faith among regulars and newcomers. 

In 2019 our calendar of monthly events included: 

• Picnic @ Little Park Shellharbour 

• Lunch @ Illawarra Yacht Club 

• Shoalhaven River Cruise 

• Afternoon Tea; 10 Pin Bowling 

• Pizza and Pasta Night 

• Lunch at The Woolshed 

• Wine and Cheese Night @ The Café  

• Picnic at Hindmarsh Park, Kiama  

• Christmas Dessert Night @ The Café 

Engagement and Connection: Gatherings enabled us 

to welcome those new to DAC. Events provided and 

opportunity to establish connection and encourage 

people in their ministries. 

The Good News: Feedback from the end of 2019 

highlighted suggestions for more variety in event 

times and types. Several more people have offered to 

assist with planning for 2020.  

Development, Community Connections and 

Challenges for 2020: In 2020 we are seeking new 

ways to encourage one another in our spiritual 

growth; further develop pastoral care support; focus 

on intentional relationship building and gospel sharing 

with both newcomers and those on the fringe of 

church activities. 

We value community connection - please contact us if 

you have any questions or suggestions. 

Heather Boardman 

 

 

 

MEET MONTHLY 
 

 

ATTENDANCE 

RANGE: 5 TO 50 

 

TEAM 
 

HEATHER BOARDMAN 

MIRANDA JANSZEN 

RUTH DANIELS 
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Playpatch is a family ministry for children 0-6 

years old and their carers. 

We seek to encourage families, build community 

and introduce children and adults to Jesus. 

We welcomed Judy Baxter, Lisa Langley and Michael 

Thompson to the team this year. Henry Boardman 

and Charles Janszen have continued to assist with set 

up and pack away. Extra team members would be 

wonderful, either every week or to assist on a casual 

basis. Please contact Matt Stanley if you are interested 

to find out more. Several team members updated 

their Safe Ministry training and found the short online 

course easy to work on and helpful in informing their 

work with children. 

THURSDAYS 9:30 TO-11:30 

SCHOOL TERM 

 

AVERAGE OF 

49ADULTS AND 

CHILDREN 

 

CHILDREN  

AGES 0 TO 6 
 

 

11 ON TEAM  
 

MATT STANLEY 

JUDY BAXTER 

HEATHER BOARDMAN 

JOHN EAGLETON 

CAROL FEISS 

PETER FEISS 

LISA LANGLEY 

DEBORAH SOUTHWELL 

CHERYL THOMPSON 

MICHAEL THOMPSON 

WEI WANG 
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Engagement and Connection: 

Connections with families continued to 

develop through the program, also 

informal Tuesday Coffee Mornings and 

Thursday Lunches in The Café. We 

appreciated the support of St. Luke’s 

Preschool and DAC Young Adults who 

performed a Nativity Drama for our end 

of year concert.  Connections are 

developing with Best is Yet to Come to 

support intergenerational connection 

through a community garden. 

The Good News: 

A parent wrote in her Facebook post: 

“Meeting the Playpatch crew definitely 

helped out my loneliness and made me 

feel more welcome in Dapto”. After 

flagging attendance in winter, numbers 

have rebuilt, with several families eager 

to engage in Connect Kids and other 

DAC programs. 

Development and Community 

Contributions: 

The loss of Playground equipment by 

windstorms has inspired enthusiasm 

for development of the Community 

Connection Playspace so enjoyed by 

Playpatch families. The $5000 

Volunteers grant received during the 

year enabled installation of 2 outdoor 

picnic settings that provide a welcoming 

spot for parents, carers and our team to 

gather. We truly appreciate the support 

of many who assisted with dismantling 

ruined playground equipment and 

installation of tables and benches. It’s 

exciting to look forward to working 

together to make the outdoor space 

more welcoming for the Playpatch and 

wider communities. 

Challenge: 

Inclusion of families both long term and new residents is important, especially as 

more families have different cultural backgrounds and few family connections. 

Relationship building so Christian families have opportunities to share Jesus with 

others. We are thankful Amy Mackenzie has agreed to guide us in building 

relationships and facilitating establishment of programs to introduce people to the 

good news of Jesus in 2020. 

Heather Boardman 
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2019 was a great year for Connect Guys! We have had 

the opportunity to reach many families that had never 

had contact with church, or haven’t had contact for a 

long time.  

Our highlights for the year included our outings to 

Laser Tag, Bowling and Hangdog, as well as our NERF 

wars and our first End of Year Party at Integral Energy 

Park.  

We looked through a Two Ways to Live program, the 

books of Colossians, Ruth, Jonah and Mark.  

Under the leadership of Tom David, our numbers 

consistently grew, regularly reaching 20 and above, all 

while children were having their faith deepened and 

their love for Jesus strengthened.  

We look forward to 2020 as we seek to continue 

growing and reaching the community for Jesus! Pray 

for Tom and his team as they plan and prepare to 

serve the boys, their families and moat importantly, 

Jesus. 

Matt Bailey 

WEEKLY AVERAGE  

OF 11 GUYS 

 

KINDERGARTEN TO 

YEAR 6 
 

 

8 LEADERS: 
 

MATT BAILEY 

TOM DAVID 

MATT STANLEY, 

DARIAN GRIFFITH 

NATHAN OLIVER, ETHAN 

MCPHAIL 

BEN DAVID 

AJ LAKELIN 
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What a pleasure it has been to have had the 

opportunity this year to walk alongside so many 

beautiful young ladies as they begin to learn more 

about Jesus each week at Connect Girls.  We have 

continued to have been 15-23 girls each week with 

around 30 girls each term counted as regularly 

attending.  

2019 has continued to provide this group with a heavy 

community base, with many of the girls not part of our 

regular church families.  We have loved seeing the girls 

grow in confidence as they ask questions in small 

groups, share their growing knowledge during the 

talks and especially seeing the girls want to be the one 

to pray for the group or say thank you to God for 

afternoon tea.  

This year we have been more consistent in having a 

regular outing each term.  The girls have loved this, 

enjoying Hangdog, Bowling, Laser Tag and 

Hangtime.  These excursions have continued to build 

the group closer together with the girls supporting and 

encouraging each other in all activities.  

Throughout the year we have seen our junior side of 

the group grow with many families joining from our 

local primary schools (Hayes Park, Koonawarra, Dapto 

and Mount Brown) and 7 preschool children 

commencing Term 4 as part of the transition 

program.  

During the year the girls have enjoyed engaging in a 

wide variety of crafts, cooking experiences, science, 

pamper and active nights.  This has included a ninja 

warrior course, cooking biscuits, making ice cream 

Sundays, completing science experiments, water fight 

nights, creating our own diaries and shrink art and 

playing a wide variety of games. 

This year we implemented a guest leader of the week 

part of our program. This assisted us in maintaining 

our safe ministry ratios whilst beginning to develop 

relationships with the girls. We are thankful for all 

those who assisted in creating the Connect Girls a 

place the girls wanted to be! 

Vikki Shaw 

WEEKLY AVERAGE  

OF 17 GIRLS 

 

KINDERGARTEN TO 

YEAR 6 
 

 

6 LEADERS 
 

Vikki Shaw 

Alexis Lukins 

Steph Rowles 

Sarah Chandler  

Amy Mara  

Tamia  McNamara 
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Connect Kids Sunday ran as per usual during our 
10am service. Thanks to God, throughout the year, 
Connect Kids averaged 49 children per week. 

Connect Kids continues (where appropriate) to follow 
along with the Sermon Series, in order to encourage 
parents to be intentional about having Gospel 
conversations with their children, and as we partner 
with families in making and growing disciples.  

In 2018 we made a change by splitting the infants and 
primary age groups for the talk and small group time – 
this change has proved beneficial and fruitful, 
particularly providing the leaders with greater 
opportunities to have more in-depth conversations 
with children and be better able to disciple the 
children. 

Connect Fridays has gone from strength to strength in 
2019 and looks to be in a great position to continue to 
grow into the future. Connect Fridays has been a great 
training ground for many young leaders, who have 
blown the leadership team away with their quality, 
their character and their faith in Jesus. Numbers have 
been consistently strong this year, with multiple year 
groups reaching over a dozen. Term 4 is always a time 
of transition, as we have year 5 children beginning 
youth group and pre school age children joining in 
with Kindergarten. It was great to see children and 
families being visibly part of our journey of walking 
with Jesus from the beginning of their life. In 2019, the 
team was led by Hannah Walton, who guided her team 
in the teaching of the books of Luke, Genesis, and 
Ephesians and through the ‘Heroes of the Bible.’  

Matt Bailey 

WEEKLY AVERAGE OF 

26 CHILDREN 

 

KINDERGARTEN TO 

YEAR 5 
 

 

15 LEADERS: 
 

MATT BAILEY 

JORDYN ALLAN 

AJ LAKELIN 

ERIN KUTZNER 

TIM SAMPSON 

AMY MARRA 

NATHAN OLIVER 

LAURA BARTLEY 

MICAH SULLIVAN 

OLIVIA QUICK 

DARIAN GRIFFITH 

OWEN DONOHOE 

HANNAH WALTON 

GEORGIA PEARCE 

LIAM SMID 

MATT STANLEY 

One of the greatest challenges we faced throughout the year was the continued 
struggle for more leaders and also extra helpers who are able to help during the 
holiday periods so that the weekly team can have a few weeks off. We continue to 
pray that God would raise up more leaders (young and old) for this ministry as we 
develop children who know and love Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. 

The whole Connect Kids Sunday team have been amazing in giving of their time and 
energy to serve in this vital ministry.  

It has been wonderful to see growth in the children’s Christian maturity across the 
year, and we look forward to another year ahead as we continue to grow disciples. 

Matt Stanley 
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Throughout 2019, Dapto Anglican Church continued 

teaching scripture in the 5 Primary Schools in the area. 

The 5 Primary schools are: Dapto, Hayes Park, 

Koonawarra, Mount Brown and Lakelands. Each week 

we teach Kindergarten and Year 1 in an individual 

classroom setting, whereas Years 2-6 lessons are held 

all together in an assembly style (years 2-4 and years 5 

and 6). Kathy Crossing did a wonderful job of 

coordinating this ministry across the 5 schools – I am 

super thankful to God for Kathy and for all of the time 

that she gives throughout her week in teaching and 

coordinating SRE in Dapto. Kathy is a massive blessing 

to the Children’s Ministry at Dapto Anglican of which I 

am extremely thankful to God. 

SRE in NSW Schools regularly faces opposition, so 

please be praying that God would continue to keep 

the door opened for Special Religious Education to be 

taught in NSW Schools. One major challenge that we 

faced in term 3, 2019 was the having one of the 

schools change the time that SRE is taught. Following 

much negotiation with the school and other SRE 

denominations, an agreement was reached – this 

means a change in days for that school and 

unfortunately has meant that we have lost a few of 

our SRE teachers in that school. We do however give 

thanks for the opportunity to work alongside other 

denominations and be united with one common goal 

in coming to the arrangement.  

It is such an amazing opportunity for us to go into the 

schools and teach God’s Word to roughly 850 students 

per week. It is through this weekly ministry that we 

have seen transfer growth into each of our Thursday 

and Friday Children’s Ministry programs. 

We are thankful for your ongoing prayer and support. 

Matt Stanley 

5 PRIMARY SCHOOLS 

 

850 STUDENTS PER 

WEEEK 
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It is such a privilege that we are able to go in to 

Koonawarra Public School each week during school 

terms to run the after-school program Connect 

Koonawarra. Throughout 2019, we had a number of 

new students come along to this program with an 

average across the year of 21 students attending this 

program. Each week, the children love coming along 

and being a part of this wonderful ministry where they 

are able to learn from God’s Word, play some games 

and eat food, all whilst in a safe and loving 

environment. 

Even though this is probably one of the hardest 

ministries that Connect runs, it is also quite draining 

for the leadership team. However, each week a great 

team of leaders has the blessing of being able to share 

the message of God’s love through Jesus – therefore, 

the whole team looks forward to this ministry and are 

regularly encouraged by the great work God is doing 

there. 

We give thanks to God for another year at Connect 

Koonawarra, and for the continued strong relationship 

with Koonawarra Public School. As always, we would 

love to have more people come and help out (even to 

prepare food etc.) in this wonderful ministry. If you 

have a spare few hours on a Tuesday afternoon (even 

fortnightly) and can help, we would love to have you 

come along. 

Matt Stanley 

21 STUDENTS 

 

TEAM 
 

MATT STANLEY 

JANICE VESEY 

KATHY CROSSING 

TAMIA MCNAMARA 

JASON RADFORD 

PETER DIMITRIEVICH  
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We are praising God for the great year that we’ve had 

in Senior Youth Group (yrs 9-12). This year we saw 

significant growth in attendance with our highest 

attended night being 55 young people. We have also 

seen roughly 30 new people join our community over 

the last 12 months, with many of them becoming key 

leaders and parts of our community. In January we 

also had the great opportunity to take 9 of our senior 

youth away to a Leadership Development Camp run 

by leaders in our youth team. In this 4 day camp, we 

ran sessions on leadership and how to be a culture 

setter in our community. This saw much fruit with all 

of our leaders stepping into new roles and feeling 

challenged to lead their peers to Jesus. We are 

thankful for our 18 senior leaders who made this 

possible over 2019 and look forward to 2020! 

Amanda Bailey 

In 2019 The City Youth Juniors had a crazy and active 

year. Including nights of competition and team work, 

the youth got involved and had fun action packed 

Friday nights. With an average of 25 youth, many 

brought friends along and we had a maximum of 38 

youth attend on one night! At our annual Youth Camp 

we kept with our average number of kids and had 25 

Junior Youth at the camp. We had an awesome 

weekend away building our faith with our friends and 

we had youth commit their life to God and we had 

some recommit their faith to God.  

Being my first year as a Head Leader I couldn’t have 

asked for a better team of leaders. Some led in Youth 

Ministry for their first time. 7 out of the 12 Leaders in 

our team had been leading for under 3 years. 

Although we had a very young team this year, they 

were passionate and driven for leading and sharing 

their faith with the youth of Dapto. It’s been an honour 

to lead with this team and I am excited for the year to 

come.  

Blake Bailey 

WEEKLY AVERAGE OF  

JUNIORS -  29 YOUTH  

SENIORS -  38 YOUTH 
 

 

LEADERS: 
 

BLAKE BAILEY  

DOM STEVENSON  

LACHLAN DAVIS 

JONO BARTLEY  

RICHARD THOMPSON  

KIM BAILEY 

MADDY JOHNSTONE  

ERIN KUTZNER  

TAY QUICK  

LISA STARKY  

BETHANY SMID  

BETHANY VAUGHN-FLOYD  

AMANDA BAILEY 

TAMIA MCNAMARA 

SIMON SWAN 

DREWAN ROBINSON 

AINSLEY ROBINSON 

SARAH CHANDLER 

BEN FRASER 

TALEISHA CROWE 

ISAAC KEENAN 

AMY PEGLER 

HUGH VAUGHAN-FLOYD 

JAMIE MACKENZIE 

MATT BAILEY 

BEN DAVID 
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In July 2019, 100 youth and leaders spend four days in 

God’s word at Wedderburn Christian Campsite. 7 

youth made a first time commitment to following Jesus 

and 11 youth recommitted to living for Jesus. Our 

amazing leadership team put months of work into 

preparing for the weekend, which made for a fantastic 

weekend away with excellent outcomes. Our youth 

spent time learning about characters of the Bible who 

experienced a transformation after encountering Jesus 

including Paul, Peter, Esther and Abraham. They were 

posed with the same challenged, that God offers them 

the same transformation through His love, power and 

forgiveness- no matter what our past is.  Since then, 

we have seen an increased commitment from our 

youth in their bible reading, church attendance, 

serving and leading. Praise God that He has saved and 

empowered so many youth! 

Amanda Bailey 

2019 was an exciting year for our service. Our 5pm 

Youth Service saw an average weekly attendance of 70 

with our highest attended night 160. This year we saw 

God transform lives in powerful ways with 7 of our 

young people making a decision to publicly declare 

their faith through baptism. On this particular Sunday, 

many parents, family members, teachers and friends 

gathered at our service to celebrate, many of them 

non-Christian and attending church for the first time. 

We’re also praising God for the high percentage of 

youth who serve at 5pm. What a blessing it is to see 

our young people use their God-given gifts, whether it 

be singing, drama, dance, photography, band, tech, 

service hosting, bible reading or prayer. God is doing 

powerful things in this service!   

Amanda Bailey 

90 CAMPERS WENT 

 

COMMITMENTS MADE 

FOR GOD 

WEEKLY AVERAGE OF 

60 ATTENDEES 
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2019 was a great year for Brekky Club at Dapto and 

Kanahooka High School. We provide cereal, toast and 

fresh fruit for students as well as an inviting area to 

chat and play handball. Brekky Club continues to 

partner with Bakers Delight who donate 13 loaves 

each week. This is a great outreach opportunity in our 

local school as we are able to build connections with 

staff and students and meet an important nutritional 

need for young people as they study.  

This year we were able to reach an average of 200 

students a week across both schools. This is a 

foundational ministry to all of our High School 

outreach programs as as it is the building block of 

many relationships. Because of this ministry, we have 

seen high turn outs at our Lunch Time Group and 

many transitions into DAC’s youth programs. Thank 

you to all of our volunteers that make this possible! 

Praise God for the seeds that He is sowing through 

this ministry!! 

Amanda Bailey 

 

EPIC, our Lunch Time inter-school fellowship group 

saw our highest ever participation in 2019. Dapto High 

School reached record attendance with 80 students 

participating in Lunch Time Groups on one day. Along 

with these numbers, Kanahooka High School also 

reached a new record with 54 students attending in 

one day. Overall, EPIC has seen 250 individual 

students participating in our Wednesday program at 

one time or another. Not only have we seen fruit in 

the High Schools themselves, but our transfer rate has 

been through the roof. Over the last two years we 

have witnessed 60 students transfer from EPIC to 

Youth Ministry on a Friday night where they have been 

able to explore the Bible in greater depth and 

participate in Christian community. We are also 

praising God for the 5 girls who gave their lives to 

Jesus on this year’s Youth Camp after transferring 

from High School Ministry. God is surely doing 

powerful things in our local schools and the spread of 

the gospel is unstoppable!   

Amanda Bailey 

13 LOAVES  

 

200 STUDENTS EACH 

WEEK 
 

 

8 LEADERS: 
 

AMANDA BAILEY 

MATT BAILEY 

SIMON SWAN 

DREWAN ROBINSON 

TOM  

LILITH DUNGEY 

MADDY JOHNSTONE 

RICHARD THOMPSON 

ERIN KUTZNER 

250 INDIVIDUAL 

STUDENTS 

PARTICIPATED IN 2019 

 

60 STUDENTS 

TRANSFERRED INTO 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

 

5 COMMITTED TO 

CHRIST ON YOUTH 

CAMP 
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Scripture Seminars at Dapto High were a hit this past 

year. Overall, 400 students participated in Seminars, 

hearing the good news about Jesus. This year we have 

continued our new format that was established in 

2018 which aligned Scripture Seminars with the same 

layout of Youth Group so that the youth feel 

comfortable making a seamless transition. This has 

worked out to be a success as we've seen a huge 

increase in transition. Even the staff have shown 

interest in what we’ve been doing with one of Dapto 

High’s teachers coming along to our 5pm service in 

support of his students getting baptised. Please 

continue to pray for the blessing of a scripture teacher 

in Kanahooka High as well as the school’s provision for 

it. 

Amanda Bailey 

This year I had the pleasure of teaching year 7 and 

year 8 SRE in Dapto Highschool. I taught around 30% 

of the students in year 7 and 55% of the students in 

year 8. They got to look at what the Bible is, who Jesus 

is in the gospels and to think for themselves about 

issues in the Bible, faith and life. 

Here’s a little story on the impact that SRE had on a 

couple of students. I had 2 students this year who 

wanted nothing to do with Scripture. One wouldn't pay 

any attention and the other would use any excuse to 

get out of the class in creative ways. A few months into 

teaching for the year these particular students noticed 

the other students participating and that the class was 

both fun. They became some of my most engaged 

students. They continued the second half of the year 

with lots of challenging questions and were clearly 

wrestling with some challenging aspects of God and 

the Bible.  

Pray for growth in SRE in 2020 and for a new scripture 

teacher to continue God’s work in the High Schools. 

Lachlan Davis 

400 STUDENTS 

 

INCREASE IN 

TRANSITION FROM 

SEMINARS TO YOUTH 

 

 

YEAR 7 AND 8 

CLASSES 

 

30%  OF YEAR 7 

55%  OF YEAR 8 
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