
RESIDENT ALIENS

The easiest approach is to seek to blend in. To assimilate. To adopt the practices and perhaps
even the beliefs of the dominant culture. This is an invalid response. We are called to be holy,
literally set apart. We are called to be different. We have been redeemed for more than just to
blend in.

What is more, we (plural) are chosen by God so that we may be built as living stones into a
spiritual house acceptable to God. A house that stands for something, or someone. (1 Peter 2)

If the world then is unholy, and we are called to be holy, should we separate ourselves from the
world? This would be another version of an invalid response. For we are also called to be salt and
light. The church is meant to change the world, to transform it, not to avoid it.  

How does one bring about change? The obvious answer is with power and coercion. At times the
Church has employed these tactics. To try to bring as many as possible under the Kingly rule(s) of
God.

My own view is that this is a season for a more subversive approach. As the church acts out
kingdom values, and actions are prophetic. What looks like weakness to the point of being a
spectacle (1 Corinthians 4:9), turns out be something that both shows God’s strength (2 Cor 11),
and something that God uses to spread the aroma of Christ (2 Cor 2).

We are a people who march to the beat of a different drum. Our walk ought to be different (holy),
prophetic, and faithful to the divine drummer (sorry – I couldn't help myself!). As we stand for
something (or someone) else, God’s Spirit will be at work in some, who may find Christ’s aroma
strangely compelling.
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REV DAVID RIETVELD
What does it mean to be the church in a post Christian
world? In his first letter, Peter calls Christians exiles,
foreigners, or resident aliens. How does one live as an exile
in a foreign land?



COMMUNITY DINNERS: INDONESIA AND CHILE
Overseas mission at DAC has received some wonderful

exposure over the last two weeks. With two community

dinners featuring the national food of Nasi Goreng/

Sate Ayam followed by Chilean hotdogs, we ate while we

watched the latest news out of Indonesia and Chile

from our link missions. God is doing great things in

those places, reminding us that the pandemic does not

thwart the plans of our Great God. Both recipients of

the proceeds from the dinners are deeply grateful for

our support, prayer and connection with them. Continue

to lift up these countries at this time as we join

together with them to bring the gospel into the places

and hearts that need it.

PRAYER FOR CHILE
Heavenly Father, you have called us to proclaim the gospel in every land. Help us, in

obedience to your call, to participate actively in the Christian mission, in our own country,

and overseas by prayer and giving.

We pray now for Michael and Jo Charles, Gary and Julie Haddon, who answered your call to

go to Chile, and who we, as a church, have promised to support. We pray for their work,

teaching at CEP (the Centre for Pastoral studies) which began 17 years ago equipping

leaders for God’s church. We thank you Lord that clergy numbers have doubled in the last

twenty years and that CEP graduates make up over half the clergy of the Anglican church of

Chile. We pray for wisdom and strength for the Haddons and the Charles as the second

semester begins again via Zoom. We pray too Lord that their students will continue to grow

in their knowledge of you and your word, giving thanks for the extra groups that have been

sharing your word online during lockdown. 

We pray with Michael, Jo, Gary, and Julie, that they will model what it is like to draw close to

you, rather than just knowing about you.

We pray too for the country of Chile that there will be peace and justice and the ability to

think of the needs of others, as the country prepares for a plebiscite on a new constitution.

We pray too for their older children back in Australia, unable to join them as planned

because of Covid19, and for the two younger Haddons, Annika and Elissa, after many months

of lockdown, now experiencing some freedom. 

Above all Lord we pray you will give them strength and courage in serving you, and satisfy

their longing to make known the good news of Jesus Christ. When they are disheartened be

their friend. When they think they have failed, show them the cross. Give them peace in

their hearts, and peace in their homes, and the joy of acceptance by those whom they serve.

Above all give them strength and courage in your service.

And help us to fulfil our part in your mission in Chile by prayer and giving, to support those

for whom we have prayed today. Amen



A Night Out at the Movies

Christian history is full of violence, corruption, and oppression.

So would we be better off without Christianity? Does religion poison

everything?

The history of the church offers plenty of ammunition to its critics.

Crusades, inquisitions, witch hunts, the oppression of women ...

'For the Love of God: How the church is better and worse than you ever

imagined' is a documentary that confronts the worst of what Christians

have done - and also traces the origins of Western values like human

rights, charity, humility, and non-violence back to the influence of Jesus

and The Great Drama in which we find ourselves involved in.

Come along to one of our screenings Tuesday September 1st at 3pm or

7:30pm or Thursday September 3rd at 7:30pm in the DAC Auditorium. 

There is a movie meal deal available from The Cafe for $7 which includes

popcorn, ice-cream and a drink. 

To register for the event you simply need to click "going" on the Facebook

event for the time you wish to attend or call the front office.

FOR THE LOVE OF GOD



PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
PREGNANT WOMEN

Amy M. (10am), Ainsley R. (7pm), Mel F. (7pm), Erin K. (7pm), April A. (7pm),
Katie C. (7pm) and Kasey D. (10am).

GRIEVING
Tudno Rees and family following the death of Jenny.

VILLAGES/NURSING HOMES
Helen S., Bruce M., Diana M.,  Kath H., Ella H., Jean D., Lorna B-W., Glenys N.,
Barbara B., Barbara L.

8AM/2PM
Maya D. - recovering from surgery which went well. Could be home Thursday.
Doreen B. - recovering from surgery. Molly B., Helen K., Gordon M. - all
recovering. Dianne L. - more tests soon. Pat W. - struggling with sciatica, son
Antony still struggling with effects from operation, ongoing treatment with
brain clinic. Antony’s fiance, Sue K. - cancer has gone into spine.  They are all so
grateful for your prayers.

10AM
Genie C. - increased energy and thanks everyone for prayers. Jason R. -
recovering.  Ronnie V.K., Michael E., Janelle S., June C., Michelle S. - all ongoing
conditions and treatment. Blake S. - cut finger, has nerve damage and
undergoing physiotherapy.

7PM
Michael and Mel Fletcher welcomed a boy, Asher Graham Fletcher on Friday;
9lb 12oz, brother for Riley and Levi, all are doing well. Shaina J. son, Roman,
waiting for appointment. Pray for good health while waiting. Billy Harvey -
chemo treatment. Gary McDougall - ongoing health problems.

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we

to pray, and constantly give more than either we desire or deserve, pour

down on us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of

which our conscience is ashamed, and giving us those good things which

we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of

Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, Amen.

PRAYER FOR TODAY

SAFE MINISTRY

Julie Houghton, Parish Safe Ministry Representative, by
confidential email safeministry@daptoanglican.org.au or
through our church office on 42611001
Anglican Abuse Report line on 1800 774945

Dapto Anglican Church is committed to Safe Ministry Practices.
If you have a question or concern, we are here to help. 
Please contact:


