
NEW CHAPTERS

But I do wish to explain myself (and I will try not be too defensive).
 

First, as I have said previously, simplicity on this side of complexity is worth little – simplicity on
the other side of complexity is priceless. DAC needs to pivot. In part because we are now learning
to live ‘with’ (not waiting for after) coronavirus. There is a ‘new normal’. The world has changed. In
part because I am the first new senior minister in 18 years. It’s a new chapter. In part because
West Daptoids are coming in their thousands, and we need to be ready for them. Clarifying why
and how we need to change is a difficult conversation. The new simplicity will come.

Second, because when you change things, it’s important to go back to basics first. To remind
yourself of what is core. To make sure you don’t throw the baby out with the bath water. Or, to
use the drama metaphor, to make sure that we are telling a new chapter of the same story, and
not telling a new and different story all together.

Third, because theology is practical. Proper theology is not abstract speculation. Theology is
speaking correctly about God and his creation. If we are created to image bear and reflect God – if
God makes promises to and covenants with his creatures – if our actions at their best are an
attempt to listen, trust and follow him – then understanding and speaking correctly about God
and his story is fundamental.

Remember, God has made us in his image, capable of hearing, thinking, and making choices. Our
actions (as actors) tell a story. God’s story is eternal. We just happen to be the extras called to
perform in the present. Good theology keeps actors faithful to the director and his script.

This series will become practical. For those of you who are wired for action, please bear with me.
Social change is usually slow and incremental. At the moment it feels like changes are in leaps at
warp speed. But the front end of this sermon series is a ‘boot camp’ before we take up our new
postings.
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REV DAVID RIETVELD
I have received some feedback that my last sermons were
overly complicated and theological. There is much insight to
this comment. I do not believe that how I preached last
week is or ought to be a regular sermon for our church.



CMS- CHILE DINNER
Next week we have a CMS - Chile update for you.

This coming Wednesday the 26th August our community

dinner will have a CMS - Chile themed dinner. You will be

able to pre-order a Chilean Hot Dog for $10 per serve. Pick

up for dinner at 6pm and then, when you get home, watch

the CMS update video that will go live at 6:30 pm.

Order you dinner by texting or calling 0478 501 397.

STAMPS
Stamps - This week we recieved an email from CMS, thanking us for our partnership
with them and the donation of used stamps:

On behalf of CMS NSW & ACT, I would like to sincerely thank you for sending or delivering
used stamps and stamp albums to the CMS office. This financial year, 2019 – 2020,
$3692.61 was raised from the sale of the stamps. We are thankful to God for this amount
and your part in helping CMS achieve this. Apparently, the very unusual, large amount
raised in the previous financial year, 2018-2019, had been due to several rare and
valuable stamp collection donations, which we continue to praise God for!

Stamps donated are sold at stamp shows and auctions. Such occasions have not
happened of late, due to the current pandemic. However, the volunteers continue to work
hard, processing the donated stamps, getting them ready for sale, from their homes.
Thankfully, the work is continuing, and the funds raised are used to support CMS
missionaries on the field, around the world, as they seek to share the love of Jesus.

If you would like to help, you could perhaps trim the stamps from the envelopes with
scissors, before sending the stamps to CMS. Please leave approximately 3 to 5 mm of
paper around the envelope, so that the frilly bit of the stamp is not damaged in anyway.
Your efforts would be greatly appreciated.

Just a reminder that if the envelopes you have date back to pre-1940, please do not
remove the stamps from these envelopes. The envelopes may have more value than the
stamps themselves!



Giving to ministry of our church during July was $49,580.  While this is $2,420
below our monthly target of $52,000 it is great encouragement in these
difficult times to see the generosity of God’s people here in Dapto. For the year
to date to the end of July we were $5,135 below our target.

Thank you for your faithfulness in supporting the church financially and your
desire to see the good news that we have in Jesus continue to change lives.

I know that for many of you it has meant changing the way you give, either by
moving to a bank transfer or having to drop your envelopes into the Office.
Thank you for being willing to make those changes.

If you want to set up a bank transfer you can do it through your bank’s website
or app.   The Church’s BSB Number is 032686 and the Account Number is
301487.

If you are having difficulty getting your envelopes to the Office please
telephone the Church Office on 4261 1001 and we will arrange to collect them.

FINANCE UPDATE



PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
PREGNANT WOMEN

Amy M. (10am), Ainsley R. (7pm), Mel F. (7pm), Erin K. (7pm), April A. (7pm) and
Katie C. (7pm).

GRIEVING
Tudno Rees and family following the death of Jenny.

VILLAGES/NURSING HOMES
Helen S., Bruce M., Diana M.,  Kath H., Ella H., Jean D., Lorna B-W., Glenys N.,
Barbara B., Barbara L.

8AM/2PM
Doreen B. - having surgery on Monday. Molly B., Helen K., Gordon M. - all
recovering. Dianne L. - more tests soon. Pat W. - struggling with sciatica, son
Antony still struggling with effects from operation, ongoing treatment with
brain clinic. Antony’s fiance, Sue K. - cancer has gone into spine.  They are all so
grateful for your prayers.

9:30AM
Judy W. recovering well. Graham S. (friend of Mary J.) - pray for him, and for his
mother, who had a fall recently.

10AM
Genie C., awaiting results. Jason R. - recovering.  Ronnie V.K., Michael E., Janelle
S., June C., Michelle S. - all ongoing conditions and treatment.

7PM
Shaina J. son, Roman, waiting for appointment. Pray for good health while
waiting. Billy Harvey - chemo treatment. Gary McDougall - ongoing health
problems.

PRAYER FOR TODAY
Lord God, you know us to be set in the midst of so many great dangers that

by reason of the frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright: grant

us such strength and protection as may support us in all our life choices

and carry us through all temptations; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SAFE MINISTRY

Julie Houghton, Parish Safe Ministry Representative, by
confidential email safeministry@daptoanglican.org.au or
through our church office on 42611001
Anglican Abuse Report line on 1800 774945

Dapto Anglican Church is committed to Safe Ministry Practices.
If you have a question or concern, we are here to help. 
Please contact:


