
LEFT OR RIGHT WING

And you guessed it; the right wing Pope blindly and stubbornly oversaw a period of slow demise
that turned a blind eye to corruption and abuse. Whereas the new progressive Pope is a breath
of fresh air who oversees a revitalisation of the faith.

The simplistic stereotypes were shallow. It is possible for a left wing progressive to be simplistic,
closed minded, and to abandon the core in their pursuit of progress. Likewise it is possible for
the right wing to be thoughtful, considerate of people’s needs, and oversee a season of
development while holding to core values. There are good and bad versions of both the right
and the left.

Were there scandals in Ratzinger’s era? Sure. Was there some initial wonder about Pope Francis
and his old shoes, his concern for the poor, and his unwillingness to live the life of privilege?
Absolutely. But has Francis been able to turn around the long slow demise of Catholicism? No.
The answers are not in the left, or the right.

This reminds me of a conversation I once had with former Deputy Prime Minister John
Anderson. He said: It’s not our task to align ourselves with either the left or the right. It’s our
task to bring the Christian perspective. (BTW, Ratzinger does love Fanta!)
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REV DAVID RIETVELD

Last week I watched the movie: The Two Popes on Netflix.
With a score of 89% on rotten tomatoes I was hoping for
more. Frankly, it was poor. The movie quickly fell into
simplistic stereotypes. A right wing Pope who is an
academic with glib answers, detached, conservative and
traditional versus a left wing Pope who was pastoral,
compassionate, enlightened and progressive.  



PREGNANT WOMEN
Ainsley R. (7pm), Mel F. (7pm), Erin K. (7pm), April A. (7pm) and Katie C. (7pm).

THOSE IN HOSPITAL
Betty B. (8am) following a fall.

VILLAGES/NURSING HOMES
Helen S., Bruce M., Diana M.,  Kath H., Ella H., Jean D., Lorna B-W., Glenys N.,
Barbara B., Barbara L.

8AM/2PM
Diane L. treatment ongoing - waiting for specialist. Mavis B.  waiting for an
operation, 3rd week in July. Pat W.'s son, Antony - ongoing treatment, Antony’s
fiance; Sue K - ongoing chemo. Gordon M. home recovering.

9:30AM
Colin R. and Alan R. both recovering from cataract surgery.

10AM
Ronnie VK, Michael E, Janelle S, June C - all ongoing conditions and treatment.
Michelle S. peace and strength as she undergoes treatment. Jason R. home
recovering.

7PM
Christine L. recovering from surgery. Shaina J. son, Roman, waiting for
appointment. Pray for good health while waiting. Billy Harvey - chemo
treatment. Gary McDougall - ongoing health problems.

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY

PRAYER FOR TODAY
Lord our God, you created us to reflect your love and to worship you in your world.

Our first ancestors, tempted by Satan, chose to seek wisdom elsewhere and

suffered the terrible results of breaking their relationship with you. We, their

descendants, have followed in their footsteps and sought other sources of

satisfaction and meaning. We praise you that you sent Jesus to be the image of

the invisible God, to reveal you perfectly and, on the cross, to wash away the sins

of our rebellion and ignorance. As we have been reading Ecclesiastes, we see

clearly how so many in our society seek meaning and self-fulfilment in things

which seem to offer much but are blown away like the morning mist. May we, your

children, so live in the Holy Spirit the life of love and worship that we reflect the

glory of your Son and act as your witnesses. Whatever our circumstances, in good

times and in hard times, times to laugh and times to cry, times to mourn and

times to dance, may our hearts be steadily fixed on our Saviour and may we and

our families say with the Psalmist, ‘Whom have I in heaven but you and earth has

nothing I desire besides you’.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.



'SURPRISED BY JOY'
I was wondering what key truths we would discover, and what aspects of God’s

nature C.S. Lewis would express as we navigated our way through his book

“Surprised by Joy” in this arm of DAC bookclub, organised by Zoe Vesey.

I knew that it was an opportunity to engage with others in meaningful

conversation and reflection. And taking time away from the usual distractions,

spending time sharing our journey with God, discussing what the Holy Spirit

was prompting us to share was a creative way of investing in, and encouraging

one another during a time of strained absence from fellowship.

Hopefully in reflecting on Jack’s life we would identify with our own struggles

and grow in thankfulness of our relationship with God and for one another.

Gemstones  like this appeared in our conversations:

“This time in ‘isolation’ has shown me how empty people's lives must be

without God and the togetherness of worship.”

“I have been caught up in ticking off boxes, rather than genuinely exploring

God.”

“CS is so deep yet so relatable, making me think back on my own upbringing in

a different light; not my memories of it so much as my feelings and

perspectives of life I had during that time. Amazing what I’m realising about

my own formation and desire for Joy - my deep hunger for God even as a

child.”

“I have been thinking about how easy it is for us to focus only on our own

experiences and to ignore the realities of others. I’ve been trying to open my

ears and heart to listen and learn.”

Faulty relating styles of those around C.S. Lewis were reviewed with people

expressing their thankfulness for those who had supported them in their

journey to know more of who Christ is. 

Much more was discussed which I cannot contain here. Realisations were

caught, as in the reflection of a young mum looking into the face of her child,

being able to acknowledge how much she was loved by God, gave expression

to this; “He has given me His Heart”.

As a result of this process I have purchased a book that I am discussing with a

friend. I’d love to see her awakened to Jesus. Maybe you might think of

sharing a book with a friend; if you do, invite Holy Spirit to read it with you.

Frances Burnham



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY

To everyone in our DAC Family, we would like to say a heartfelt

thank you for your generosity. We know that this has been a

particularly hard season and so we are all the more appreciative of

your gifts.

In response to our End of Financial Year Appeal we have

received $33,140 toward the Building Fund, $3,330 for the SRE Fund

and $800 for Technical Support. 

We look forward to continuing to partner with you as we reach into

our local community through our services, special events and

through our School Scripture programs. Your donations continue to

make this possible.

SAFE MINISTRY

Julie Houghton, Parish Safe Ministry Representative, by
confidential email safeministry@daptoanglican.org.au or
through our church office on 42611001
Anglican Abuse Report line on 1800 774945

Dapto Anglican Church is committed to Safe Ministry Practices.
If you have a question or concern, we are here to help. 
Please contact:


